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NATIONAL TEMPERANCE 
LEAGUE MEETING 


Dr. Bohmfalk N.T.L. President and the Rev. Walter 
House acting Executive Director confer at the Madison, 
Wisconsin meeting. 

The N. J. Council on Alcoholic Problems was repre- 
sented at the National Temperance League meeting 
in Madison, Wisconsin, October 3, 4 and 5, by James 
C. Ford, George W. Lewis, and A. Ronald Smith. 

Dr. Edward F. Bohmfalk of Waco, Texas presided. 
The Rev. Walter House of Louisville, Ky., was named 
acting Executive Director of the N. T. L. 

An educational workshop was held in cooperation 
with three high schools in the Madison area. Mr. Lewis 
and Mr. Smith participated in the demonstration, ad- 
dressing three classes and sharing in the evaluation of 
the programs by the educational men from the various 
states. 

Mr. Lewis also addressed the League officers from 
other states, speaking on the Education Program and It’s 
Relation to the Temperance Movement. 





CHRISTMAS SEALS 


A sheet of the attractive Christmas seals will 
shortly be sent each individual who has contri- 
buted to the Council during the past year. 

Please use your seals to help others remember 
the Christian meaning of Christmas. 











CAN YOU PREVENT A BOWLING ALLEY 
FROM BECOMING A SALOON? 


The good people of Glassboro strongly opposed the 
transfer of a liquor license to a bar in the bowling 
alley of a Food Fair Shopping Center. In spite of pro- 
tests by members of the Glassboro State College faculty 
and representatives of the school’s administrative office, 
the Clergy and hundreds of concerned citizens the 
borough council gave the food chain the necessary per- 
mission to proceed with their plans to sell drinks in a 
public place which will be frequented by numerous 
minors. 


This same problem has been faced by the con 
cerned citizenry of many communities. Such have had 
little success in their efforts to keep young folk who 
want to bowl from being subjected to the social pressures 


that would encourage the acceptance of drinking customs. 

The Commissioners of the Township of Delaware 
in Camden County having shared in this concern and 
upon being faced with the Food Fair’s request for a 
liquor license-bowling alley combination in that town- 
ship apparently found a practical solution to the problem 
in the enactment of an ordinance numbered 292 which 
reads in part as follows: 


Section 1. The sale, service, delivery or consump- 
tion of any alcoholic beverage in any recreational cen- 
ter, sports arena, stadium, bowling alley, ball field, 
billiard or pool parlor or public swimming pool, within 


the Township of Delaware, is hereby prohibited. 


Section 2. No premises hereafter erected, con- 
structed, enlarged or altered which are or become li- 
censed premises for the sale of alcoholic beverages shall 
contain any means whatever of access to any recreational 
center, sports arena, stadium, bowling alley, ball field, 
billiard or pool parlor or public swimming pool, directly 
without recourse to a public sidewalk, street or mall. 


There are five additional sections in the ordinance 
clarifying the above restrictions and providing penalties 
for violations. 

The enacting of such an ordinance at the request 
of Church and P.T.A. groups in other communities 
would do much to reduce the disorderly conduct and 
roudyism so often experienced wherever there is drink- 
ing in a crowded public place. 
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EDITORIAL 
A prominent Women’s magazine asks: 


“What Should You Teach Your Child 
About Drinking?” 


In an article written by Selden D. Bacon in col- 
laboration with a Mr. Clarence Woodbury, on page 
221 in the October number of McCall’s Magazine, we 
find the greatest hash of truth and theory, sage advice 
and impractical suggestion that we ever did read in any 
item purporting to be constructive and objective. We 
wonder, is it possible that this article, of which the 
Licensed Beverage Industries, Inc. will undoubtedly en- 
thusiastically approve, was prepared to butter up the 
liquor traffic whose advertising McCall’s management 
recently announced they intended to accept? 

Some of the quotes to which we most strenuously 
object are: 

“Another step fathers and mothers can take is not 
banishing small children from the scene when the adults 
are drinking. Too many parents, suffering from guilt 
feelings or self-consciousness about their drinking, exile 
youngsters to some other part of the home at cocktail- 
time. This encourages them to think drinking is naughty 
and to attach more significance to it than it deserves.” 

We say if parents are self-conscious about their 
drinking and ashamed to have their children witness 
their foolish antics after imbibing then there is some- 
thing “naughty” about it and the parents should find 
other ways to make up for their lack of ability to en- 
tertain. 

“To show their children there is nothing bad or 
extraordinary about moderate drinking, some people 
give them “cocktails” when they are quite young — 
soft drinks served in glasses like those the adults are 
using — and insist on their being present during at least 
part of the cocktail period. In my opinion, this is 
sensible.” 

When the writer asserts “In my opinion, this is 
sensible” we are confident he is not only speaking for 


himself but also for all those who have their finger in 
the liquor “pie”. How long will any teenager be satis- 
fied with a vodkaless Bloody Mary or a coke-on-the-rocks 
when he knows he must pretend while others have the 
real thing? 


“When a parent declares alcohol is a poison or 
makes other untrue statements about it, and the child 
learns from his own observation that they are false, 
he is likely to reject everything he has been told about 
the subject.” 

When a parent declares alcohol is a poison he is 
not making an untrue statement. Just because beverage 
alcohol is diluted so that it takes a long time for its 
toxic qualities to take their toll does not in any way 
change it’s nature and render it harmless. 


“I don’t think parents should insist on children’s 
flatly refusing to drink at all — unless the parents have 
moral or religious convictions against drinking. It is 
usually more advisable to suggest that the boy or girl 
accept a drink, make a pretense of sipping it, and dis- 
pose of it in some inconspicuous manner. It is better 
for a shy child, especially, who isn’t too sure of his 
position in his group, to appease the thirst of a rubber 


plant than to risk seeming peculiar in the eyes of his 
fellows.” 


Apparently the article is not only intended to en- 
courage children’s drinking, it also suggests parents are 
to instruct their offspring to be deceitful. To pretend 
to do something you do not want to do is the easy way 
out for cowards. Many who have gotten into trouble 
through drink are those who didn’t have tne courage 
to say no when some loud mouth braggard forced a 
glass into their hand. 


“Because alcohol produces impairment of coordina- 
tion, it simply is not safe for anyone who has had 
much to drink to operate a car.” 

Our criticism of this half truth is the implication 
that it is safe to drive if the person has not “had much 
to drink”. Any amount of alcohol will to some degree 
make the most capable driver a less safe driver than he 


could be without alcohol. 


“Case records of many alcoholics show that, because 
of parental sanctions against drinking, they started drink- 
ing surreptitiously and, as they grew older, continued 
to do much of their drinking in secret and usually under 
less accaptable conditions than those that existed in their 
homes.” 


And case records will also show that many alcoholics 
started drinking with the full approval and under the 
supervision of parents. Any one child in sixteen who 
starts to drink in secret or openly according to the law 
of averages will become an alcoholic. Permissive drink- 
ing does not change the nature of alcohol. The parents 
who are honestly concerned can best teach their child 
about drinking by their own abstinence. What a parent 
does is so much more effective than what he says. 
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AMA URGES STRICTER TESTS 


The American Medical Association has urged that 
States using chemical tests of blood or breath to deter- 
mine the degree of intoxication should make several 
changes in their statutes. 

Recommendations include: 

1. Lower by one-third the level of alcohol concen- 
tration in the blood by which a person can be legally 
presumed to be under the influence of intoxicants. 
Specifically, the change would be from 0.15 per cent 
to 0.10 per cent. The AMA itself first recommended the 
0.15 per cent level more than 20 years ago. 

2. Change the wording of statutes so that the word 
“intoxication” would be substituted for the present 
“under the influence.” 

Dr. Marvin A. Block of Buffalo, N. Y., chairman 
of the AMA’s committee on alcoholism, was asked by a 
reporter to explain the significance of the proposal. 

“This means that not only would we have a stricter 
criterion, but we'd also have real teeth in the drunk- 
enness statutes for the first time,” he replied. 

“The present phrasing — ‘under the influence’ — 
is a very vague term which depends on someone’s judg- 
ment. Under it, a lawyer could argue, ‘Yes, my client 
may have been under the influence, but he was not 
drunk.’ 

“Under the new recommendation, the chemical 
level of alcohol in the blood or the breath would be 
enough to convict a man of intoxication. The court 
wouldn’t need any more evidence.” 

Contending that the 0.10 per cent level is a fair 
one, Dr. Block said: “People who carry that percentage 
of alcohol in their blood have their faculties affected. 
Their reflexes are slowed, their judgment impaired, their 
inhibitions lowered.” 


TEETOTALER ENGINEERS are finding them- 
selves at a disadvantage in this age of jet travel. One 
of our EI staffers, just returned from a 7000 mile trip 
around the country, complains that on every airplane 
in which he traveled whiskey was readily available; but 
he had a hard time getting a cup of coffee, his favorite 
drink. 

From Electronic Industries, 


September, 1961 





GOING TO FLORIDA? 


A completely revised and greatly enlarged 
directory of Florida hotels, motels and restaurants 
that do not serve alcoholic beverages will soon 
be available. For your copy send one dollar with 
your order to: 

O. T. Harper 
520 Randolph Street 
Napa, California 











CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN? 




















“,..And now, before we bring you the latest space 
news, why not have 10 or 12 glasses of the 
nation’s favorite beer? ...” 


oO 


DEADLY HIGHWAYS 
New York CUPI) — A total of 1,128,413 Ameri- 
cans have died in all U.S. Wars since 1775. But be- 
tween 1900 and 1960, at total of 1,340,854 Americans 
died in highway accidents. 





i; 


WARREN COUNTY 
PROSECUTOR ALARMED 


Shocked by “the dismal record of auto fatalities” 
in Warren County thus far this year, many of which, 
it appears, resulted from drunken driving, Prosecutor 
Charles F. Paulis recently issued an appeal to tavern 
owners and bartenders “to refrain from selling intox- 
icants to persons who are obviously under the influence 
of liquor.” 

He added to this a stern note of warning, however, 
that if his appeal is not heeded, his office and the vari- 
ous law enforcement agencies will employ “every bit 
of influence in our power to prosecute and punish” 
those who violate the law, particularly where minors 
are involved. 

The Prosecutor concluded: “I am shocked at the 
dismal record of auto fatalities in Warren County so 
far this year. We have now recorded 15 deaths, and 
there are four more months in this year. We must do 
everything possible to halt this carnage on our high- 
ways.” 
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DO YOU HAVE AN ALCOHOLIC 
IN YOUR FAMILY? 


The resentful attitude of the alcoholic toward those 
who would endeavor to help him with his problem very 
often makes it impossible for relatives or close friends 
to be of any assistance. This may be due, in part, to 
the lack of understanding of the sensitiveness of the 
alcoholic by the non-alcoholic. Often the well intended 
advice is delivered in a censorious manner, causing im- 
mediate rejection by the one who would be helped. 


To better understand how best to deal with an 
alcoholic friend or loved one, there has been organized 
throughout New Jersey, family group meetings for non- 
alcoholic members of the alcoholic’s family. Such meet- 
ings are held as follows: 


ATLANTIC CITY (8:30) (2nd and 4th Thurs.) 
Room 41, Arcade Bldg., 
Tennessee Avenue and Boardwalk 
BELMAR (9:00) (Wednesday) 
Presbyterian Church Hall, 
E Street between 8th and 9th Avenues 
CAMDEN (8:30) (2nd and 4th Wednesdays) 
2709 Westfield Avenue 
CLIFTON (8:30) (Tuesday) St. Philip’s Church, 
Valley Road and Van Houten Avenue 
COLLINGSWOOD (8:30) (lst Monday) 
Borough Hall, 678 Haddon Avenue 
EAST ORANGE (8:30) (Monday) 
Congregational Christian Church 
26 S. Harrison Street 
ELIZABETH (8:30) (lst and 3rd Tuesdays) 
YWCA, 1131 East Jersey Street 
JERSEY CITY (8:30) (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
Summit Avenue Baptist Church 
Summit Avenue and Cottage Street 
LEVITTOWN (8:30) (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
Levittown Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Levittown Parkway and Brooklawn Drive 
MONTCLAIR (8:30) (Every Friday) 
St. Luke’s Church Hall, 
73 So. Fullerton Avenue and Union Street 
MOORESTOWN (8:30) (2nd Tuesday) 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Church and Main Streets 
MORRIS PLAINS (8:30) (lst and 3rd Thurs.) 
St. Paul’s Church, 
Hillview Avenue and Mountainway 
MOUNT HOLLY (8:30) (3rd Thursday) 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
High and Garden Streets 
NEWARK (7:30) (Saturday) 
Happy Hour Club 
12 Frelinghuysen Avenue 
RED BANK (9:30) (Monday) 
Trinity Parish House, 
West Front Street 


RIDGEWOOD (8:30) (lst and 3rd Wednesdays) 
Emanuel Baptist Church 
324 East Ridgewood Avenue 

TEANECK (8:45) (Tuesday) 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Chatwick Road and Orange Avenue 

TRENTON (8:30) (lst and 3rd Thursdays) 
Al-An Club 
761 Cass Street 

UPPER MONTCLAIR (8:30) (Tuesday) 
Presbyterian Church of Upper Montclair 
Inwood and Norwood Avenues 

WAYNE (8:30) (Ist and 3rd Mondays) 
Packanack Lake Community Church, 
Lake Drive East 

WOODBRIDGE (9:00) (Saturday) 
Old White Church, 
Rahway Avenue and Carteret Road 


For further information contact the Family Group 
Headquarters, 40 E. 40th St., New York 16, N. Y. or 
telephone Murray Hill 5-0820. 





WITH A PRAYER ! 


The dollar bill recently received was accom 
panied by a note. The contributor explained she 
had fallen and due to the expenses in connection 
with the fracture sustained and the illness that 
followed she was unable to send a larger gift. 
She closed saying that with her one dollar she 
was sending a prayer. 

Financial support for this important work of 
the Church is necessary but it is the faithful pray- 
ers of God's people that are most essential. When 
faced with opposition, disappointments and a feel 
ing of defeat it is the knowledge that there are 
those who are praying that makes it possible for 
us to continue. 

We humbly request, “Continue to remem- 
ber us in prayer.” 











HAVE THE EPISCOPALIANS 
SEEN THE LIGHT? 


According to an AP dispatch from Detroit quoting 
Dr. Dean K. Brooks of Salem, Oregon, a member of 
the church’s joint commission on Society and Alcohol, 
the official position of the Episcopal Church of today 
includes the consession that there are several “good 
reasons for total abstinence,” including: 


To “help others lest they be harmed by our drink- 
ing”; to “insure efficiency”; to “forego a luxury;” for 
“health reasons”, or to provide a “devotional discipline.” 








